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forth in this chapter for original f ertificates and supplements thereto: PRO-
VIDED, That an application f new certificate or supplement covering
such modified or replacement faw. , must be filed with the department not
later than November 30, 1981. After the issuance by the department of any
new certificate or supplement, all subsequent tax exemptions and credits for
the modified or replacement facility shall be based thereon.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. If any provision of this act or its application
to any person or circumstance is held invalid, the remainder of the act or
the application of the provision to other persons or circumstances is not
affected.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. This act is necessary for the immediate pres-
ervation of the public peace, health, and safety, the support of the state
government and its t::isting public institutions, and shall take effect
immediately.

Passed the House November 13, 1981.
Passed the Senate December 1, 1981.
Approved by the Governor December 21, 1981.
Filed in Office of Secretary of State December 21, 198 1.

CHAPTER 10
[Second Substitute House Bill No. 756]

PUBLIC ASSISTANCE-INCOME DETERMINATION- ELIGIBILITYI
STANDARDS OF NEED

AN ACT Relating to public assistance; amending section I, chapter 6, Laws of 19dl 1st ex.
sess. and RCW 74.04.005; amending section 22, chapter 6, Laws of 1981 1st ex. sess. and
RCW 74.09.700; adding new sections to chapter 74.04 RCW; adding a new section to
chapter 74.12 RCW; repealing section 9, chapter 172, Laws of 1969 ex. sess. and RCW
74.04.525; repealing section 10, chapter 6, Laws of 1981 1st ex. sess. and RCW 74.08-
.041; and declaring an emergency.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Washington:
NEW SECTION. Section 1. There is added to chapter 74.04 RCW a

new section to read as follows:
(1) Applicants and recipients under this title must satisfy all reporting

requirements imposed by the department.
(2) The secretary shall have the discretion to consider: (a) Food stamp

allotments and/or (b) rent or housing subsidies as income in determining
eligibility for and assistance to be provided by public assistance programs. If
the department considers food stamp allotments z.s income in determining
eligibility for assistance, applicants or recipients for any grant assistance
program must apply for and take all reasonable actions necessary to estab-
lish and maintain eligibility for food stamps.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. There is added to chapter 74.04 RCW a new
section to read as follows:
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Payment of assistance shall not be made for any month if the payment
prior to any adjustments would be less than ten dollars. However, if pay-
ment is denied solely by reason of this section, the individual with respect to
whom such payment is denied is determined to be a recipient of assistance
for purposes of eligibility for other programs of assistance except for a
community work experience program.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. There is added to chapter 74.12 RCW a new
section to read as follows:

(I) A family or assistance unit is not eligible for aid for any month if
for that month the total income of the family or assistance unit, without
application of income disregards, exceeds one hundred fifty percent of the
state standard of need for a family of the same composition.

(2) Participation in a strike does not constitute good cause to leave or to
refuse to seek or accept employment. Assistance is not payable to a family
for any month in which any caretaker relative with whom the child is living
is, on the last day of the month, participating in a strike. An individual's
need shall not be included in determining the amount of aid payable for any
month to a family or assis,.-nce unit if, on the last day of the month, the
individual is participating in a strike.

(3) Children over eighteen years of age and under nineteen years of age
who are full-time students reasonably expected to complete a program of
secondary school, or the equivalent level of vocational. or technical training,
before reaching nineteen years of age are eligible to receive aid to families
with dependent children: PROVIDED HOWEVER, That if such students
do not successfully complete such program before reaching nineteen years
of age, the assistance rendered under this subsection during such period
shall be a debt due the state.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. There is added to chapter 74.04 RCW a new
section to read as follows:

The department shall establish consolidated standards of need each bi-
ennium which may vary by geographical areas, program, and family size,
for aid to families with dependent children, refugee assistance, supplemental
security income, and general assistance to unemployable persons. Standards
for aid to families with dependent children, refugee assistance, and general
assistance to unemployable persons shall include reasonable allowances for
shelter, fuel, food, transportation, clothing, household maintenance and op-
erafions, personal maintenance, and necessary incidentals. The standard of
need shall take into account the economies of joint living arrangements.

The department is authorized to establish rateable reductions and grant
maximums consistent with federal law.

Payment level will be equal to need or a lesser amount if rateable re-
ductions or grant maximums are imposed. In no case shall a recipient of
supplemcntal security income receive a state supplement less than the mini-
mum required by federal law.
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The department may establish a separate standard for shelter provided
at no cost.

Sec. 5. Section 1, chapter 6, Laws of 1981 1st ex. sess. and RCW 74-
.04.005 are each amended to read as follows:

For the purposes of this title, unless the context indicates otherwise, the
following definitions shall apply:

(1) "Public assistance" or "assistance"-Public aid to persons in need
thereof for any cause, including services, medical care, assistance grants,
disbursing orders, work relief, general assistance and federal-aid assistance.

(2) "Department"-The department of social and health services.
(3) "County or local office"-The administrative office for one or

more counties or designated service areas.
(4) "Director" or "secretary" means the secretary of social and health

services.
(5) "Federal-aid assistance"-The specific categories of assistance for

which provision is made in any federal law existing or hereafter passed by
which payments are made from the federa! government to the state in aid or
in respect to payment by the state for public assistance rendered to any
category of needy persons for which provision for federal funds or aid may
from time to time be made, or a federally administered needs-based
program.

(6) "General assistance"-Aid to unemployable persons in need who:
(a) Are not eligible to receive federal-aid assistance; and
(b) Are incapacitated from gainful employment by reason of:
(i) Bodily or mental infirmity;
(ii) Participation in an approved drug or alcoholism treatment program;

or
(iii) Being sixty-five years of age, or over: PROVIDED, That such in-

capacity in (b) (i) through (iii) of this subsection, as determined by the de-
partment, will last at least sixty days from the date of application, except
that persons in approved alcoholism and/or drug programs may be eligible
for less than a sixty-day period in accordance with the terms of their treat-
ment plan.

(7) "Applicant"-Any person who has made a request, or on behalf
of whom a request has been made, to any county or local office for
assistance.

(8) "Recipient"-Any person receiving assistance and in addition
those dependents whose needs are included in the recipient's assistance.

(9) "Standards of assistance"-The level of income required by an
applicant or recipient to maintain a level of living specified by the
department.

(((-1-)) (10) "Resource"- Any asset, tangible or intangible, owned
by or available to the applicant at the time of application, which can be ap-
plied toward meeting the applicant's need, either directly or by conversion
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into money or its equivalent: PROVIDED, That an applicant may retain
the following described resources and not be ineligible for public assistance
because of such resources.

(a) A home, which is defined as real property owned and used by an
applicant or recipient as a place of residence, together with a reasonable
amount of property surrounding and contiguous thereto, which is used by
and useful to the applicant. Whenever a recipient shall cease to use such
property foi residential purposes, either for himself or his dependents, the
property shall be considered as income which can be made available to meet
need, and if the recipient or his dependents absent themselves from the
home for a period of ninety consecutive days such absence, unless due to
hospitalization or health reasons or a natural disaster, shall raise a rebutta-
ble presumption of abandonment: PROVIDED, That if in the opinion of
three physicians the recipient will be unable to return to the home during
his lifetime, and the home is not occupied by a spouse or dependent children
or disabled sons or daughters, such property shall be considered as income
which can be made available to meet need.

(b) Household furnishings and personal effects and other personal prop-
erty having great sentimental value'to the applicant or recipient, as limited
by the department consistent with limitations on resources and exemptions
for federal aid assistance.(c) ((Ten and.. .... bu i i-suiranlc foi use of t............ o, rccpi¢rt.

(d)--e- idte(s))) A motor vehicle, other than a motor home, used and
useful having an equity value nW, to exceed one thousand five hundred
dollars.

dei (d) a.d (c..) of tis secti, ot to exce.d.........dd fifty dollar fb,
a sin.g le II ..ison .. l _usand two hundred fifty dllgarsi ffiunilyu nit

ftwo mte.. ntil July 1, 1981, a..d J e..aft... .... thlusad fiv.e ltJudred
dollars fat a sinle.. p. o two thousand two litud11- d flfty dollars f-1 a
fail unit of two lju 11101-.

(g))) (d) All other resources, including any excess of values exempted,
not to exceed one thousand dollars or other limit as set by the department,
to be consistent with limitations on resources and exemptions necessary for
federal aid assistance.

(e) Applicants for or recipients of general assistance may retain the fol-
lowing described resources in addition to exemption for a motor vehicle or
home and not be ineligible for public assistance because of such resources:

(i) Household furnishirgs, personal effects, and other personal property
having great sentimental value to the applicant or recipient;

(ii) Term and burial insurance for use of the applicant or recipient;

1351

Ch. 10



WASHINGTON LAWS, 1981 2nd Ex. Sess.

(iii) Life insurance having a cash surrender value not exceeding one
thousand five hundred dollars; and

(iv) Cash, marketable securities, and any excess of values above one
thousand five hundred dollars equity in a vehicle and above one thousand
five hundred dollars in cash surrender value of life insurance, not exceeding
one thousand five hundred dollars for a single person or two thousand two
hundred fifty dollars for a family unit of two or more. The one thousand
dollar limit in subsection (10)(d) of this section does not apply to recipients
of or applicants for general assistance.

(f) If an applicant for or recipient of public assistance possesses property
and belongings in excess of the ceiling value, such value shall be used in
determining the need of the applicant or recipient, but the department may
exempt resources or i:icome when the income and resources are determined
necessary to the applicant's or recipient's restoration to independence, to
decrease the need for public assistance, or to aid in rehabilitating the appli-
cant or recipient or a dependent of the applizant or recipient.

(("--)) (11) "Income"-Ali appreciable gains in real or personal
property (cash or kind) or other assets, which are received by or become
available for use and enjoyment by an applicant or recipient after applying
for or receiving public assistance: PROVIDED, ((That all - cc"--m ex
pcnscs thlat mlay i ,camab.ly be, ,attribUtc, to the , nin of incomc satll b,

........ .... de... . ............. PROVIDED FURTHER,)) That the
department may by rule and regulation exempt income received by an ap-
plicant for or recipient of public assistance which can be used by him to
decrease his need for public assistance or to aid in rehabilitating him or" his
dependents, but such exemption shall not, unless otherwise provided in this
title, exceed the exemptions of resources granted under this chapter to an
applicant for public assistance: PROVIDED FURTHER, That in deter-
mining the amount of assistance to which ((a)) an applicant or recipient of
aid to families with dependent children is entitled, the department is hereby
authorized to disregard as a resource or income the earned income exemp-
tions consistent with federal requirements: PROVIDED FURTHER, The
department may permit the above exemption of earnings of a .hild to be
retained by such child to cover the cost of special future identifiable needs
even though the total exceeds the exemptions or resources granted to appli-
cants and recipients of public assistance, but consistent with federal re-
quirements. In formulating rules and regulations pursuant to this chapter,
the department shall define ((emned)) income((")) and resources and the
availability thereof, consistent with federal requirements. All resources and
income not specifically exempted, and any income or other economic benefit
derived from the use of, or appreciation in value of, exempt resources, shall
be considered in determining the need of an applicant or recipient of public
assistance.
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((-3-)) (12) "Need"- The difference between the applicant's or re-
cipient's standards of assistance for himself and the dependent members of
his family, as measured by the standards of the departmcut, and value of all
nonexermpt resources and nonexempt ((net)) income received by or available
to the applicant or recipient and the dependent members of his family.

((1-4))) (13) In the construction of words and phrases used in this title,
the singular number shall include the plural, the masculine gender shall in-
clude both the feminine and neuter genders and the present tense shall in-
clude the past and future tenses, unless the context thereof shall clearly
indicate to the contrary.

Sec. 6. Section 22, chapter 6, Laws of 1981 1 st ex. sess. and RCW 74-
.09.700 are each amended to read as follows:

(1) To the extent of available funds, medical care may be provided un-
der the limited casualty program to persons not otherwise eligible for medi-
cal assistance or medical care services who are medically needy as defined in
the social security Title XIX state plan and medical indigents in accordance
with medical eligibility requirements established by the department. This
includes residents of skilled nursing homes, intermediate care facilities, and
intermediate care facilities for the mentally retarded wl'o are aged, blind, or
disabled as defined in Title XVI of the federal social security act and whose
income exceeds three hundred percent of the federal supplement security
income benefit level.

(2) Determination of the amount, scope, and duration of medical cover-
age under the limited casuaity program shall be the responsibility of the
department, subject to the following:

(a) Only inpatient hospital services; outpatient hospital and rural health
clinic services; physicians' and clinic services; prescribed drugs, dentures,
prosthetic devices, and eyeglasses; skilled nursing home services, intermedi-
ate care facility services, and intermediate care facility services for the
mentally retarded; home health services; other laboratory and x-ray ser-
vices; and medically necessary transportation shall be covered;

(b) A patient deductible not to exceed one-half the payment the de-
partment makes for the first day's stay for inpatient hospital care, shall be
included for the medically needy component of the program;

(c) Persons who are medically indigent and are not eligible for a federal
aid program shall satisfy a deductible of not less than one thousand five
hundred dollars in any twelve-month period;

(d) Medical care services provided to the medically indigent and re-
ceived no more than seven days prior to the date of application shall be re-
troactively certified and approved for payment on behalf of a person who
was otherwise eligible at the time the medical services were furnished:
PROVIDED, That eligible persons who fail to apply within the seven-day
time period for medical reasons or other good cause may be retroactively
certified and approved for payment.
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(3) The department shall establish standards of assistance and resource
and income exenptions. All nonexempt income and resources of limited ca-
sualty program recipients shall be applied against the cost of their medical
care services. In addition, the department ((may)) shall include a prohibi-
tion against the ((voluntary)) knowing and wilful assignment of property or
cash for the purpose of qualifying for assistance under sections 1 through 3
of chapter - (2SHB 557), Laws of 1981 2nd ex. sess.

sott.ce _tuL _ -1... ad ... a shall be liit..d .. tot . a.lbleUp

NEW SECTION. Sec. 7. The following acts or parts of acts are each
repealed:

(1) Section 9, chapter 172, Laws of 1 969 ex. sess. and RCW 74.04.525;
and

(2) Section 10, chapter 6, Laws of 1981 1st ex. sess. and RCW
74.08.041.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 8. This act is necessary for the immediate pres-
ervation of the public peace, health, and safety, the support of the state
government and its existing public institutions, and shall take eff'ect
immediately.

Passed the House December 2, 1981.
Passed the Senate November 24, 198 1.
Approved by the Governor December 21, 198 I.
Filed in Office of Secretary of State December 21, 198 1.

CHAPTER I I
[Substitute Housc Bill No. 760]

NURSING HOMES
AN ACT Relating to nursing homes; amending section 6, chapter 117, Laws of 1951 as last

amended by section 17, chapter 2, Laws of 1981 1st cx. scss. and RCW 18.51.050;
amending section 63, chapter 211, Laws of 1979 cx. scss. and RCW 18.51.091; amending
section 10, chapter 99, Laws of 1975 1st ex. sess. and RCW 18.51.230; amending section
1, chapter 244, Laws of 1977 ex. scss. as last amendcd by section 12, chapter 2, Laws of
1981 ist ex. sess. and RCW 18.51.310; amending section 1, chapter 2, Laws of 1981 1st
ex. sess. and RCW 74.09.610; amending section 74.09.120, chapter 26, Laws of 1959 as

last amended by ection 11, chapter 2, Laws of 1981 1st x. sess. and RCW 74.09.120;
amending section 4, chapter 260, Laws of 1977 1x. sess. as amended by section 2, chapter
2, Laws of 1981 1st cx. sess. and RCW 74.09.580; adding a new section to chapter 18.51
RCW; repealing section 7, chapter 114, Laws of 1979 and RCW 18.52A.070; and declar-
ing an emergency.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Washington:
NEW SECTION. Section 1. There is added to chapter 18.51 RCW a

new section to read as follows:
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